
 STATE OF VERMONT 

 

 HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 

 

In re     ) Fair Hearing No. 20,447 

      ) 

Appeal of     ) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 The petitioner appealed a decision of the Department for 

Families and Children terminating his food stamps.  The issue 

is whether the petitioner failed to cooperate with the food 

stamp program requirements. 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 1. The petitioner is a single man who receives Social 

Security disability benefits. 

 2. On June 8, 2006, the Department sent the petitioner 

a completed recertification form for the petitioner to sign 

and return to the Department. 

 3. The petitioner did not return the recertification 

form and petitioner’s food stamp case was closed effective 

July 31, 2006.  Petitioner requested a fair hearing on August 

1, 2006. 

 4. A hearing was held on September 1, 2006.  The facts 

are not in dispute. 
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 5. The Department has a liaison who is now working 

with petitioner regarding different issues petitioner has the 

Department.  The Department will work with petitioner to 

become eligible once again for food stamps. 

 

ORDER 

 The decision by the Department is affirmed. 

 

REASONS 

 The food stamp program was created to combat hunger and 

malnutrition among low income households.  Food Stamp Manual 

§ 271.1.  Once a household is certified, the household’s 

certification or eligibility for the food stamp program is 

reevaluated periodically to determine whether the household 

continues to meet the eligibility requirements and, if so, 

the amount of the benefit.   

 The recertification procedures are set out in Food Stamp 

Manual § 273.14.  In particular, “[n]o household may 

participate beyond the expiration of the certification 

period. . . without a determination of eligibility for a new 

period.”  Food Stamp Manual § 273.14(a). 

 The Department tried to accommodate petitioner by 

obtaining information by telephone and sending a completed 

form to the petitioner for his signature.  The signed 
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recertification form was not signed and was not returned to 

the Department.   

 The Department’s decision to terminate petitioner’s food 

stamp benefits is in compliance with applicable regulations.  

Accordingly, the Department’s decision is affirmed.  3 V.S.A. 

§ 3091(d); Fair Hearing Rule No. 17. 

# # # 
 
 


